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well. In 2002, she was awarded the Maine
State Chamber Volunteer of the Year Award.
In 2004, she earned the Chamber of Com-
merce Ken Additon Small Business Advocate
Award, and most recently, Diane was recog-
nized as the Number one U.S. Small Business
Administration 504 Lender in the State of
Maine by the Granite State Development
Corp.

It is always with some lingering sadness
that | pass along my best wishes for the retire-
ment of an individual such as Ms. McManus.
Though retirement is well-deserved and will
begin a new and exciting chapter in her life, it
also signifies that Maine is losing one of its
most dedicated and valued employees.
Diane’s perpetual willingness to believe in
Maine businesses has touched the lives of
countless entrepreneurs throughout the state.
| wish her the very best going forward as she
takes this exciting next step.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Diane McManus on her retirement and
honoring her 25 years of impeccable commit-
ment to her field and her community.

RECOGNIZING AMERICA’S MINERS
ON NATIONAL MINERS DAY

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2011

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, | submit the fol-
lowing.

Watching coal-miners at work, you realize
momentarily what different universes people
inhabit.—George Orwell.

George Orwell was humbled by coal min-
ers—brave and earnest individuals who work
hard hours, often in cramped, damp, lamp-lit
corners far below the surface of the Earth. He
was shocked by the living and working condi-
tions he witnessed while he boarded in the
coal mining communities of Northern England,
accompanying the miners underground to see,
first-hand, the hot, horrible conditions under
which they labored.

“Down there,” he wrote, “where coal is dug
is a sort of world apart which one can quite
easily go through life without ever hearing
about. . . . It is so with all types of manual
work; it keeps us alive, and we are oblivious
of its existence. More than anyone else, per-
haps, the miner can stand as the type of the
manual worker, not only because his work is
so exaggeratedly awful, but also because it is
so vitally necessary and yet so remote from
our experience, so invisible, as it were, that
we are capable of forgetting it as we forget the
blood in our veins.”

Even now, in an age of Twitter and reality
TV, when every aspect of life can be beamed
around the world in an instant, it is too easy
to forget about the miner and his daily digging
chores, sequestered far from our view, though
intimately connected to so many of our daily
needs and desires.

Yet, from time to time, something happens
to remind us of that separate world. Unfortu-
nately, that something is, too often, a tragedy,
like the explosion at Massey Energy’s Upper
Big Branch Mine in Southern West Virginia, on
April 5, 2010, that took the lives, far too soon,
of 29 hardworking men.

In the hours following that explosion, report-
ers from around the Nation flocked to the mine
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site, nestled in a rural mountain fold not far
from my home. Every phase of the attempted
rescue effort was captured and broadcast
around the globe, and for many tense and
worrisome hours, coal miners were very much
on the minds of the world, holding its collec-
tive breath and hoping for a miracle—a mir-
acle that was not be.

Now, after the passing of many months, it is
clear that the loss of those 29 miners was not
due to one unpreventable, fateful incident, but,
instead, it was the result of a pervasive, long-
running, callous corporate culture that put pro-
duction and profit far above people.

It is no coincidence that, today, the Mine
Safety and Health Administration is releasing
its final report on the UBB disaster. This day,
December 6th—the anniversary of the 1907
Monongah Mine disaster, the worst mining dis-
aster in American history—is also the Con-
gressionally designated “National Miners
Day.”

Iyam proud to have been the author of the
House Resolution that sought to establish this
date as a milestone of national recognition
and remembrance of America’s miners. It is a
shameful truth that each advance in our Na-
tion’s mine safety system has come only after
a mine disaster. But | hope that this day might
alter that tradition and serve to bring the miner
out from the dark of the mines into the na-
tional light for at least one day each year. It
seems to me far preferable that our national
conscience be kindled not by tragedy, but, in-
stead, by celebration.

And so | urge that, at least on this one day
each year, the Congress and all Americans
will turn our attention to recognizing the con-
tributions that miners have made to our Na-
tion—its economic vitality and its military
strength. And that we will take this annual op-
portunity to help ensure that these men and
women are assured of safe, healthy, humane
conditions in which to earn an honest living.
America and American miners deserve no
less.
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Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor and highlight the distinguished
life and career of the Honorable Lew Williams,
who passed away sadly on December 3rd,
2011. Mr. Wiliams was a member of the
Pinellas County School Board and a local edu-
cator. His impact on our community will be felt
for years to come. He leaves behind two chil-
dren and his wife, Arthurene.

Mr. Williams was elected to the Pinellas
County School Board in 2010. However, over
his lifetime, his impact was profound. Quiet
and reserved, he chose his words carefully in
a way that would be sure to have the most im-
pact. His colleagues on the School Board
have noted that he often had the ability to
drive debates to a solution, while being one of
the quietest individuals in the room. In his time
on the Board, he was able to move the district
in a different direction and was instrumental in
leading the fight for changes in the district’s
superintendent position.

Lew Williams was born in Blakely, Georgia,
but moved to Florida at a young age. Growing
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up in public housing, he saw education as a
means to future success. Two educators saw
his potential for achievement and helped pay
his way for college. He graduated from Allen
University with a bachelor’'s degree and South
Carolina State College with a master’s degree.

Mr. Williams was instilled with the same op-
timistic belief in those around him. He started
out as a social studies teacher, but eventually
went on to become a principal at five different
Pinellas County schools. In 2010, Mr. Williams
was elected to the School Board seat for Dis-
trict 7. Local educational leaders, such as the
current head of the local teachers union, credit
him for seeing leadership in them when he
chose to hire them. His hard work, sacrifice
and determination have truly impacted our
community and continue to do so.

The Tampa Bay community mourns his loss
and is so thankful for his many years of serv-
ice to students and our community. | ask that
you and all Americans remember such a re-
markable educator for his ability to inspire suc-
cess in others.

——————

HONORING DR. CHARLES
GRINDSTAFF

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2011

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit these remarks in memory of Dr.
Charles Grindstaff, a great man, devoted edu-
cator, and public servant from Southwest Vir-
ginia. Dr. Grindstaff left us on December 2,
2011.

Born on September 3, 1947, in Bluefield, W.
Va., Dr. Grindstaff was raised in the small
town of Bishop, Va. He later earned degrees
from Tazewell High School, East Tennessee
State University, Radford University, and
NOVA University. After God and family, Dr.
Grindstaff's passion was education. Since
1969, Dr. Grindstaff—often known simply as
“Dr. G"—served students as a teacher, ad-
ministrator, and professor in Tazewell County
Public Schools, Horry County, SC Schools,
and at Concord University in Athens, W. Va.
For over 15 years, Dr. Grindstaff also served
the Town of Tazewell as a councilman and as
mayor until the time of his death. He was an
avid sportsman, enjoyed performing in local
theatre, and sharing his musical talents. Dr.
Grindstaff leaves behind his wife Suzanne,
daughters Heather and Christina, and his son
Andy, as well as three grandchildren.

Dr. Grindstaff, through both his work in the
classroom and local government, impacted
countless lives. He was also my District Direc-
tor Michelle Bostic Jenkins’ principal at Jewell
Ridge Elementary and taught with her mother
for several years. After a flood on the Clinch
River destroyed many of their belongings, Dr.
Grindstaff was there willing to help. He was
well known for his exceptional goodwill and
dedication to the Tazewell community. | am
honored to pay tribute to this great man’s
many contributions. His legacy and influence
will be long remembered in Tazewell and
throughout Southwest Virginia. He will be
missed, but never forgotten.
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CONGRATULATING THE MISSOURI
CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION ON
ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2011

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Missouri Cattlemen’s
Association, which is celebrating its one hun-
dredth anniversary this year.

The Missouri Cattlemen’s Association began
in 1911 as the Missouri Livestock Producers
Association and adopted its current name in
1968. In the beginning, dues were only $2,
and were reduced to a quarter during the De-
pression.

Missouri ranks third in the Nation in the
number of cows, and the Missouri Cattlemen’s
Association is the voice for the State’s 60,000
beef producers, focusing on issues that affect
beef production while also providing a safe,
abundant, and nutritious source of food.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | ask all my col-
leagues to join me in wishing the members of
the Missouri Cattlemen’s Association con-
gratulations on reaching this significant mile-
stone.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF “J.
BLACKFOOT”—JOHN COLBERT

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2011

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and celebrate the life of John
Colbert, better known as J. Blackfoot, a great
soul singer and entertainer from the city of
Memphis, Tennessee. J. Blackfoot was a spe-
cial talent known for his unique vocal style.
Born in Greenville, Mississippi, his family
moved to Memphis when he was two. Colbert
earned the nickname “Blackfoot” as a child
because he would run barefoot through his
neighborhood.

J. Blackfoot began his music career after
meeting Johnny Bragg, founder of the 1950s-
era music group “Prisonaires.” Together they
recorded a “behind-the-walls” hit for Sun
Records, after which J. Blackfoot embarked on
a solo venture under his birth name. Strongly
pursuing his love for music, he eventually
found himself at Stax Records under the tute-
lage of songwriter/producer, David Porter.

In the late 1960s, J. Blackfoot auditioned at
Stax Records where David Porter and his
song writing partner, Isaac Hayes, initially
wrote many solo songs for him to perform.
When the R&B duo Sam and Dave left Stax,
Porter and Hayes decided to fill the stylistic
void. They paired J. Blackfoot with Norman
West, Anita Lewis and Shelbra Bennett to cre-
ate the “Soul Children.” They put out 7 al-
bums over their decade long career and re-
leased 15 R&B hits.

In 1983, J. Blackfoot began a successful
solo career, scoring many chart successes in
both the U.S. and the U.K. He released sev-
eral hit songs, including “Taxi” from the 1983
album City Slicker, which was perhaps his big-
gest solo career single. Over the last two dec-
ades, J. Blackfoot continued to record dozens
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of solo albums, performed at Stax-related
events and reformed the “Soul Children.”

J. Blackfoot passed away on November 30,
2011 at 65 years of age. Memphis, known for
its rich musical heritage, mourns the loss of
one of its unique voices. Mr. Speaker, | ask all
of my colleagues to join me in honoring the
contributions J. Blackfoot made to the music
community. As an artist and music maker, his
was a life well lived.

————————

HONORING THE MEMORY OF SIS-
TER CATHERINE (MARY ISAAC)
COLBY, DOMINICAN SISTER OF
PEACE

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2011

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to and honor the memory of Sister
Catherine (Mary Isaac) Colby, O.P., Ed.D., of
the Dominican Sisters of Peace in Columbus,
Ohio, who passed away suddenly on Decem-
ber 2, 2011.

Sister Catherine Colby was a native New
Yorker, and a graduate of St. Helena’s Ele-
mentary School in the Bronx and Dominican
Academy in Manhattan. She entered the Novi-
tiate of the former Dominican Sisters of St.
Mary of the Springs in 1960 and made her
Profession of Vows in 1963. Sister Catherine
earned a Doctorate in Education from Nova
Southeastern University of Florida; an M.Ed. in
Educational Administration from Xavier Univer-
sity of Cincinnati; an M.A. in Pastoral Ministry
from St. Joseph’s College of Connecticut; and
a bachelor's degree in Education from the
former College of St. Mary of the Springs, now
Ohio Dominican University, in Columbus.

A lifelong educator, Sister Catherine was an
outstanding administrator and a compas-
sionate and perceptive preacher—the principle
charism of the Dominican Order—as well as a
division chair, faculty member, school principal
and teacher in New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania
and New Mexico. Additionally, she had been
Vocation Director and Director of Candidates
for her Dominican Congregation.

Sister Catherine was an Associate Pro-
fessor of Education at Ohio Dominican for
twenty-three years, and for seven of those she
served as Chair of the Division of Education.
The founder of the Center for Dominican Stud-
ies at ODU, Sister Catherine was also the Uni-
versity’s first Vice President for Mission and
Identity. In that capacity, she coordinated and
facilitated the university-wide process of sus-
taining, enhancing, and promoting its distinct
mission as a Catholic and Dominican univer-
sity.

Her passing is a great loss not only for the
Colby family, but for the Dominican Sisters of
Peace, the entire campus community, the
twelfth Congressional District of Ohio, and for
Catholic education across this country.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to extend my
deepest condolences to Sister Catherine’s
family, including her godson, John Colby, who
serves with us here as a United States Capitol
Police Officer, as well as to her Congregation,
Ohio Dominican University, the Dominican
Order, and her friends and colleagues during
this most difficult time. Her legacy will stand
as an exemplar for all Catholic educators and
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women and she will

missed.

religious, be dearly

HONORING 1LT IVAN D.
LECHOWICH

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2011

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life, sacrifice, and heroism of Army
First Lieutenant Ivan Lechowich of Valrico,
Florida.

1LT Lechowich, a combat engineer, was un-
fortunately killed while conducting combat op-
erations for Operation Enduring Freedom on
September 28, 2011, in Ghazni Province, Af-
ghanistan.

U.S. Army combat engineers are greatly ad-
mired for their fearlessness and diligence in
helping to tackle rough terrain in combat situa-
tions and for providing combat effectiveness to
maneuver forces. 1LT Lechowich personified
this bravery and dedication while he and his
team worked to clear a roadway of explosive
devices on the day of his death. During his
Army career, he has been awarded a Sapper
Tab, the Purple Heart, Bronze Star, Army
Commendation Medal, and NATO medal.

Outside of the Army, Ivan was a loving hus-
band and new father, whose daughter was
born during his deployment. 1LT Lechowich
enjoyed reading, studying history, and was an
avid fan of the University of Florida’s football
team.

Mr. Speaker, though proud to have such a
fine example from the Tampa Bay community,
it is with great remorse that | rise to com-
memorate the life of 1LT Lechowich. | am in
awe of the young men and women like lvan
Lechowich who choose to serve their country-
men in the armed forces. As professionals in
all that they do, they exhibit honor, courage,
and commitment in every pursuit. Their sac-
rifices, like that of 1LT Lechowich, will not be
forgotten.

RECOGNIZING MRS. DONNIE POW-
ELL FOR HER CONTRIBUTIONS
TO EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2011

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a true valued member
of our society, Mrs. Donnie Powell. Mrs. Pow-
ell has dedicated a great deal of her life to
championing causes relative to education and
criminal justice.

Mrs. Powell received degrees in Criminal
Justice from Coahoma Community College
and Mississippi Valley State University; and
has worked 25 years for the Mississippi De-
partment of Corrections.

She is an active member of the Tallahatchie
County Parent Teacher Association and was
recruited to be a part of the parent-community
adhoc committee’s nationwide search for a
new Superintendent for the Tallahatchie
School District in 2009. She has received Par-
ent of the Month awards from local elementary
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